babies born in the region (Table 6 ). To allow for random day-to-day variation 70% was suggested as the optimum annual occupancy rate. This rate was recommended in the Sheldon report' and is the current rate at LH. If an allowance is made for transfers to the units from other regions, and if it is assumed that these will continue at the 1976 rate, the number of cots needed is likely to be about 60 (Table 6 ). The unit at UCH is very near the boundary with the North-west Thames Health Region and it is likely that many infants will continue to be referred from there. 
